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ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO AID-20 EB-11 CIAE-00 INR-10 
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059888 
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FM AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
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UNCLAS ABIDJAN 3187 

DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS USDOC/BIC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, IV 

SUBJECT: IBRD TELECOMMUNICATIONS LOAN 

1. DISCUSSIONS WITH IBRD DIRECTOR ABIDJAN REGIONAL OFFICE 
INDICATED THAT RECENTLY NEGOTIATED TELECOMMUNICATIONS LOAN 
WILL GO TO IBRD BOARD APRIL 30. LOAN OF DOLS 24 MILLION WILL 
FINANCE INTERREGIONAL TELECOM LINKS BETWEEN ABIDJAN AND 
OTHER URBAN CENTERS. EQUIPMENT PORTION OF LOAN DOLS 16 MIT .ETON 
(IBRD REP DID NOT HAVE SPECIFICS). 

2. DESPITE FRENCH DOMINANCE IN THIS SECTOR, IBRD FEELS 
PROJECT DESIGNED SO AS TO ENCOURAGE PARTICIPATION OTHER 
SUPPLIERS. POST SEES THIS AS OPPORTUNITY FOR AMERICAN 
SUPPLIERS TO BREAK INTO TRADITIONALLY HELD MARKET. APPRAISAL 
REPORT (PROJECT ANALYSIS CONTAINING SPECIFICATIONS) AVAILABLE 
IBRD WASHINGTON. DIRECTOR ALSO INFORMED EMBOFF OF STATUS OTHER 
BANK PROJECTS WHICH WILL BE COVERED BY AIRGRAM. 
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